
 

 
 

MISSION: To encourage and inspire the next leaders of Tampa Bay to learn about 
Tampa’s past, present, and future by presenting an engaging program. 

 
 

 
 
To: The Tampa Connection Class of 2017 
From: Hethre Strickland, Erin McKenney, Anthony Derby, Rick Garrett, Melissa Fields 
Date: Tuesday, October 18th, 2016 
RE:  Tampa 101 
 
What:     Tampa 101  
When:    Tuesday, October 18th, 2016, 8:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.    
Where: Ulele 1810 N Highland Ave, Tampa, FL 33602 - Parking at or around Ulele 
 
Parking: 

• You will be parking near Ulele in available street parking spots; there should be plenty 
of these in the early morning. This is where we will return at the close of the day for 
happy hour. At this time, we have not gotten permission to park in the “open lot” 
across from the park so please do not park here. If that changes between now and 
Oct. 18th, you will be notified.  

 
Lunch: 

• Your lunch will be catered by the Columbia Café! The lunch includes the famous 1905 
Salad and ½ Cuban sandwich.  If you need a vegetarian option, please include your 
request in your RSVP.  We are required to provide the final head count for lunch along 
with any vegetarian requests to the Columbia Café by October 13, 2016.  If you are good 
with the 1905 Salad and ½ Cuban sandwich, there is no need to include it in the RSVP.  
 

Attire: 
• Wear your Tampa Connection shirt along with comfortable shoes for walking.  

Appropriate shorts and skirts are encouraged as we will be outside at times.  Please 
note, there will be a good amount of walking at the J.C. Newman Cigar factory.  It also 
gets rather warm during the tour.  On the opposite end of the temperature spectrum, 
lunch will be served inside at the Tampa History Museum and can get cold.  
 

Suggestions from the board:  
• Bring a notebook and pen 
• Think of some questions to ask the different speakers regarding their presentations.  
• Do not leave anything on the bus when you depart for the Water Taxis.  The buses will 

NOT be going back to Ulele.  
 
RSVP: Send your RSVP no later than Wednesday, October 12, 2016, to Natalie Raymer at 
administrator@tampaconnection.org.  

mailto:administrator@tampaconnection.org


 

 
 

MISSION: To encourage and inspire the next leaders of Tampa Bay to learn about 
Tampa’s past, present, and future by presenting an engaging program. 

 
 

 
Tampa 101 Itinerary* 

 
Tampa 101 is an exciting day for all class members, whether you are a Tampa native or new to 
the community.  This full day program will provide a historical perspective of the people who 
helped make Tampa what it is today and will offer rare behind-the-scene tours of some of 
Tampa’s more notable locations.  This year’s Tampa 101 program will begin and end at Ulele.  
There will be doughnuts, fruit, and coffee served upon arrival at J.C. Newman Cigar Company 
and happy hour at Ulele will involve heavy hors d’oeuvres + drinks.  You will check-in and 
receive your name tags once you arrive at J.C. Newman Cigar Company, so please feel free to 
load onto the bus upon arrival.  Please see the below timeline for a description of the day’s 
events!  
 

• 8:15 am: Park near Ulele (please reference first page for instruction) Load busses  
o Board members will be there early to guide you to the busses  

• 8:30 am: Buses depart for J.C. Newman Cigar Company   
o  You will receive nametags and check in at the J.C. Newman Cigar Company 

• 9:15 am: Check-in and enjoy light breakfast items including doughnuts from Mini   
Doughnut Factory along with fruit and coffee/water/juice 

• 9:30/9:45 am: Eric Newman to speak 
o Please see attached Biography  

• 10:15-11:15 am : Tour the Cigar Factory in 4 groups that will be pre-arranged for you  
• 11:30 am : Board busses and leave for the Tampa Bay History Center  
• 11:45 am : Arrive at Tampa Bay History Center for lunch catered by the Columbia café  

o We will have you pre-assigned to tables at lunch so be prepared , board 
members will help you find the table # you will be at 

• 12:00 pm : Lunch will be served (Columbia); Richard Gonzmart to speak 
o Please see attached Biography  

• 12:45-1:45 pm : Begin guided tours at the Tampa Bay History Center  
• 1:45 pm: Board busses and leave for The Tampa Theatre 
• 2:00 pm: Arrive at Tampa Theatre; John Bell to speak  

o Please see attached Biography  
• 2:45-3:30 pm: Tour of The Tampa Theatre  
• 3:30: Load busses to head to convention center to board the Water Taxi’s 
• 3:30-345 pm: Load Water Taxis to head to Ulele for Happy Hour 
• 4:00 pm: Ulele happy hour; heavy hors d’oeuvres and drinks 

 
 
*Itinerary subject to change.  Any changes will be communicated prior to October 18, 2016, if 
possible.  There will be granola bars and waters on the busses for snacking throughout the day. 
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The Newman Family
As America’s oldest family-owned premium cigar maker, the J.C. Newman Cigar Company has been 
manufacturing and distributing quality, premium cigars and for over 112 years. This established track 
record of quality and innovation since 1895 has made the Newman family leaders in the American 
cigar industry. Out of the 40,000 American cigar manufacturers in 1895, J.C. Newman is the only pre-
mium cigar maker still owned by its founding family.

At the young age of 14, Hannah Newman’s son, Julius Caesar Newman (J.C.), became a cigar maker 
apprentice in Cleveland, Ohio. In 1890, the Newmans were recent immigrants to the United States 
and Hannah paid $3.00 per month so that J.C. could learn the cigar trade. After completing his ap-
prenticeship, J.C. worked as a journeyman cigar maker for the next 3 years until a severe recession 
resulted in massive layoffs throughout the country. As an unemployed, immigrant cigar maker, J.C. 
decided to follow the “American Dream” and start his own company.

Though his dreams of success were great, the company’s beginnings were quite simple. In 1895, J.C. 
created a cigar table from some old boards, borrowed $50 for tobacco, and received his first order 
for 500 cigars from the family grocer. The business that started that day in the barn behind the family 
home was the J.C. Newman Cigar Company. J.C.’s first brand of cigars was called “A.B.C.,” an acro-
nym that stood for “Akron, Bedford and Cleveland,” which was the name of a local streetcar line.

After only five years of existence, the J.C. Newman Cigar Company had grown to employ 75 cigar 
makers. Back in 1900, this was a considerable accomplishment for a 25-year-old immigrant turned 
entrepreneur. J.C. married Gladys Pollasky in 1909. Together, they had two daughters and two sons 
while the J.C. Newman Cigar Company kept growing. By 1916, the company had rapidly expanded 
with the addition of two factories in Marion and Lorain, Ohio, and then employed a total of 700 em-
ployees. J.C.’s top-selling cigar brand was called Judge Wright, with its famous slogan, “A fair trial will 
give a verdict in favor of this cigar.”

However, the cigar business was difficult during the Great Depression. By 1927, all but two cigar 
makers in Cleveland had closed. The only two cigar manufacturers left in Cleveland were the J.C. 
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Newman Cigar Company and the Mendehlson Cigar Company. To survive the Great Depression, J.C. 
merged his business with Grover Mendehlson’s. Together, they created a new company called M & 
N Cigar Manufacturers, Inc. Eleven years later, J.C. bought out his partner in 1938 and once again 
became the sole owner of his company, whose biggest cigar brands was then called John Carver.

After World War II, J.C.’s sons, Stanford and Millard Newman, returned from military service and 
joined the company. Stanford was responsible for the cigar manufacturing operations and Millard 
oversaw the company’s sales. As America prospered, the Newmans’ company continued to flourish in 
Cleveland selling its famous Student Prince cigars.

At the age of 78, J.C., who was known for his “radical changes,” decided to relocate his company to 
Tampa, Florida in 1953. Known as the “Cigar City,” Tampa is an ideal location for cigar making be-
cause of its warm, humid climate and its close location to Cuba. At that time, all Cuban tobacco ex-
ported to America was shipped from Havana direct to Tampa. Therefore, by relocating to Tampa, J.C. 
gained access to the best selection of the finest tobacco in the world.

In order to expand their business, the Newmans purchased the world famous Cuesta-Rey brand from 
the Cuesta family in 1958, shortly after J.C. Newman passed away the same year.

After the Cuban Embargo was imposed in 1962, Stanford Newman searched the world for quality 
tobacco to replace the now-forbidden Cuban leaf. What Stanford discovered was Cameroon tobacco, 
a delicate, flavorful wrapper leaf. The Newman family was the first cigar maker to introduce the United 
States to the Cameroon wrapper, a tobacco leaf that is now widely acclaimed throughout the world.

Continuing the family tradition, Stanford’s sons Eric and Bobby Newman entered the family business 
in the 1970’s. As third generation of Newmans in the cigar industry, Eric learned the manufacturing 
side of the business while Bobby concentrated on sales and marketing. Eric and Bobby worked along 
side other family members in continuing to develop the J.C. Newman Cigar Company.
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During the 1970’s, the Newmans achieved great success with the Cameroon-wrapped Cuesta-Rey 
#95 cigar, which was the largest selling premium cigar in the United States. As advertised in The 
Wall Street Journal, Time, Newsweek, Forbes, the New York Times Magazine, and other periodicals, 
Newman’s Cuesta-Rey cigar brand was internationally recognized for its superior quality and taste.

In 1986, the Stanford Newman family acquired the entire interest in the company from Stanford’s 
brother and two sisters. Later in the same year, the Newmans joined forces with their friends, the Car-
los Fuente family, who were manufacturing handmade cigars in the Dominican Republic.

Also in 1986, the Newmans introduced La Unica, the first brand of premium cigars to be offered in 
bundles. Created by Carlos Fuente, La Unica made premium cigars affordable to more cigar lovers by 
avoiding expensive boxes and other packaging material. For over a decade, La Unica was America’s 
largest selling premium cigar offered in bundles.

In celebration of their family company’s 100th anniversary in 1995, the Newmans returned their family 
business back to its original name of J.C. Newman Cigar Company and introduced the super pre-
mium Diamond Crown cigar brand. Handmade by the Fuente family, Diamond Crown cigars are rich, 
complex, silky smooth smokes that are fit for a king.

In 1998, the Newman family opened the Cuesta-Rey Cigar Bar at Tropicana Field, home of the Tam-
pa Bay Devil Rays. The Cuesta-Rey Cigar Bar is the first and only cigar bar in Major League Base-
ball.

Forbes published Stanford J. Newman’s autobiography, Cigar Family: A 100 Year Journey in the Cigar 
Industry (ISBN: 0828113394), a book that is full of family stories from a century of cigar marking. Sev-
eral years ago, the Newman family opened a small, two room cigar museum in their historic 1910 “El 
Reloj” cigar factory in Tampa’s famous Ybor City cigar district.
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Shortly thereafter, the Newmans launched the highly successful Cuesta-Rey Centenario Colección, 
a creamy mild to medium-bodied premium cigar, and later expanded the Cuesta-Rey brand by add-
ing the Cuesta-Rey Centro Fino, a very flavorful medium to full-bodied cigar with a rich Sumatra-seed 
Sungrown wrapper. Cuesta-Rey Stanford’s Cameroon Reserve is a limited edition cigar line featuring 
Stanford Newman’s favorite cigar wrapper.

In the late 1990’s, the Newmans joined forces with the highly skilled craftsman of Reed & Barton to in-
troduce Diamond Crown humidors and cigar accessories. Along with its Craftsman’s Bench line, J.C. 
Newman is the top selling cigar humidor maker in the United States.

In 2003, Diamond Crown MAXIMUS was introduced. Featuring an exclusive El Bajo Ecuadorian Sun-
grown wrapper, MAXIMUS is a full-flavored super premium cigar with hints of spice and nuts, perfect 
construction, and a smooth finish.

To commemorate J.C. Newman’s 110th anniversary, the Newman family introduced the 1895 Series 
of Cuesta-Rey, Diamond Crown and La Unica cigars rolled in a special small perfecto shape – the 
same cigar shape of the first 500 cigars that J.C. Newman rolled for the family grocer back in 1895.

At the age of 90, family patriarch and cigar legend Stanford Newman suddenly passed away in 2006 
while working at his family’s J.C. Newman Cigar Company, where he had worked for the previous 
70 years. In celebration of Stanford’s 90th birthday, the Newman family introduced Stanford’s 90th, a 
special size of Diamond Crown MAXIMUS cigars packed in commemorative leather humidors.

Under the leadership of Eric and Bobby, the Newmans continue their family’s 112-year tradition of 
cigar making excellence. 

Presently, the J.C. Newman Cigar Company still manufacturers approximately 80,000 medium-priced 
cigars a day in its historic Ybor City factory in Tampa, Florida. In the Dominican Republic, the New-
mans are partnered with the Carlos Fuente family in making Cuesta-Rey, Diamond Crown, and La 
Unica cigars, which are now sold in 80 countries around the world.  The Newmans’ partners in Hon-
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duras and Nicaragua hand make the Honduran Don Jose and the Nicaraguan Alcazar and Quorum 
bundle brands.

At the same time, the Newmans are partners with the Fuentes in Fuente & Newman Premium Cigars 
Limited, which is the exclusive distributor for the famous Arturo Fuente, Fuente Fuente OpusX, and 
Montesino cigar brands. This association has proven to be the most successful combined cigar op-
eration in the entire cigar industry.

Of all of their achievements and successes, the Newman family is most proud of the Cigar Family 
Charitable Foundation (CFCF), a 501(c) (3) non-profit organization founded in 2001 by the Fuente 
and Newman families. CFCF has raised over $3 million dollars to build schools, heath clinics, recre-
ation facilities, and clean drinking water stations in the impoverished communities that surround the 
cigar plantations of the Dominican Republic.

The Newman family is poised to continue to lead the cigar industry in the future. With the Newman 
family’s passion, dedication, and cigar making expertise, the J.C. Newman Cigar Company expects to 
remain America’s oldest family owned premium cigar maker for another 100 years.

###



RICHARD GONZMART 
President – Columbia Restaurant Group 

4th Generation Family Member 
 
Richard Gonzmart’s education in the hospitality industry began when he was born.  His earliest recollection was at 
the age of 3 ½ -years-old when his grandfather, Casimiro Hernandez Jr., taught him how to identify fresh fish.  He is 
the great-grandson of Casimiro Hernandez, Sr., the founder of the world-famous Columbia Restaurant in Tampa’s 
Historic Ybor City.  The Columbia was founded in 1905 and is the oldest restaurant in Florida, the oldest Hispanic 
restaurant in the United States and the largest Spanish restaurant in the world.  
 
Richard’s practical experience in the food industry began at the early age of 12, when he started spending summers 
as an apprentice cook in the Columbia kitchen.  He graduated high school from Tampa’s Jesuit High School in 1971 
and continued at the University of Denver School of Hotel and Restaurant Management and attended the Escuela de 
Turismo y Hosteleria in Madrid Spain.    
 
Under Richard’s direction, The Columbia has expanded from two locations to seven:  From the flagship Columbia 
in Ybor City and in Sarasota to St. Augustine, Sand Key on Clearwater Beach, Celebration, the Columbia Cafe on 
the Riverwalk in Tampa and the Columbia Restaurant Cafe at Tampa International Airport. All Columbia locations 
are owned and operated by 4th and 5th generation members of the founding family; except for Columbia Restaurant 
Cafe at Tampa International Airport which is operated in partnership with HMSHost. Gonzmart is also responsible 
for the creation and development of Cha Cha Coconuts, with a location in Sarasota. 
 
 
In August 2014 Richard opened a restaurant called Ulele, named for the daughter of a legendary Native American 
chief. The menu features items indigenous to this area’s waters and farms. Ulele is on the Hillsborough River, just 
north of downtown Tampa in Tampa Heights. It's the site of a former City of Tampa Water Works building. 
 
Richard’s latest project involves Goody Goody. A Tampa landmark since 1925 and closed since 2005, the iconic 
Goody Goody restaurant is now reborn under Gonzmart’s direction in Tampa’s Hyde Park Village. The restaurant 
opened in August 2016 and includes Fresh From Florida ground beef from the Strickland Ranch, fresh-cut fries and 
house-made ice cream as well as house-made fresh pies. 

Under Richard’s leadership, The Columbia has been honored with several 
prestigious awards including: 
• Named an All-American Icon by Nation’s Restaurant News, one of only fifty restaurants in the U.S. chosen for 

this honor. 
• Earned the “Distinguished Restaurants of North America (DiRoNA) Award of Excellence” in 2005 and every 

year since.  One of the most prestigious awards in the fine dining industry. 
• Named to Nation’s Restaurant News Fine Dining Hall of Fame. 
• Named to Florida Trend Magazine’s Golden Spoon Hall of Fame in 2005 – the industry’s highest regional award 

as “One of the Top 25 Restaurants in Florida.” Named “One of Florida’s Top Restaurants” since 1967. 
• Winner of Wine Spectator’s Best of Award of Excellence, in 2004 and every year since for an outstanding 

collection of Spanish wines (over than 1,056 wines, inventory exceeds 50,000 bottles). 
• The Columbia’s Original "1905" Salad® selected as “One of America’s Top 10 Best Salads” by USA Today. 
• Winner of the 2001-2002 MassMutual National Family Business of the Year award. 
 
The Gonzmart family has always been dedicated to the community. In 1995, Richard implemented the annual Cesar 
Gonzmart Memorial Gourmet Golf Tournament with 100 percent of the money donated by players and corporate 
sponsors benefitting two scholarship funds at USF; the Adela and Cesar Gonzmart Memorial Endowment and the 
Columbia Centenario Endowment benefitting the USF Latino Scholarship program.  Also benefitting is USF 
Athletics, so that Bulls student athletes may enjoy some of the top athletic training and sports facilities across the 
nation, and will also offer other students and fans the opportunity to enjoy a collegiate athletic contest at the highest 
level possible on campus. 



  
In 1998 Richard created the annual Columbia Restaurant Community Harvest program. Since the program 
began, the Columbia has given more than $1.8 million to non-profit organizations throughout Florida.  Through this 
program, each of the seven Columbia Restaurants donates 5 percent of guests’ checks in September to local 
charitable organizations chosen by their guests. 
  
In 2001 Richard established the Columbia Restaurant Endowment for research at H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center and 
Research Institute. Using his passion for running, he created “Richard’s Run For Life,” a tax-exempt charity 
dedicated to raising funds for cancer research and awareness. Richard’s motivation to find a cure for cancer comes 
from friends and family who have been affected by cancer and who are surviving and thriving after treatment. 
  
The annual “Richard’s Run For Life” 5K was created in 2002 to raise funds for Adolescent and Young Adult 
(AYA) sarcoma research and the Advanced Prostate Cancer Collaboration at Moffitt Cancer Center. 
  
In 2014 he created “Richard’s Father’s Day Family Walk/Jog” to benefit the Advanced Prostate Cancer 
Collaboration (APCC) at Moffitt Cancer Center in Tampa.  
  
For all of these events, Gonzmart pays all of the expenses and donates 100 percent of the proceeds. 
 
 
Gonzmart serves on the Board of Directors for: 
•           The Inaugural Florida Entrepreneur & Family Business Advisory Board at the University of Tampa 
•           Moffitt Cancer Center and Research Hospital Foundation Board 
•           Moffitt’s Advanced Prostate Cancer Coalition 
•           Visit Tampa Bay Advisory Board 
•           Starting Right, Now 
•           Board of Fellows at the University of Tampa 
•           Secretary of the Florida Highway Patrol Advisory Council Executive Board of Directors 
•           Hillsborough County Commission Tourist Development Council 
•           Florida Restaurant and Lodging Association 
•           University of South Florida Foundation & Emeritus Society Program 
•           Tampa Bay Humane Society Advisory Board 
 
 
Gonzmart’s professional memberships include: 
• The Confrerie de la Chaine des Rotisseurs, an organization founded in 1248 for the great chefs of Europe 
• L’Ordre Mondial des Gourmets Degustateurs, promoting the culinary arts and wine while preserving the 

camaraderie and pleasures of the table.  
 
In 1982, Gonzmart was appointed by President Reagan to the Selective Service Board serving 20 years as chairman 
of Tampa’s District 30 until the mandatory retirement in 2002. 
 
 
Gonzmart has also served previously on the Board of Directors for: 
• Chairman for the Board of Directors for Visit Tampa Bay 
• Two terms on the Executive Committee and Board of Governors of the Tampa Chamber of Commerce 
• Chairman - University of South Florida Hall of Fame Selection Committee 
• Advisory Committee for the Culinary Operations Academy for Hillsborough High Schools 
• Florida Council on Arts and Culture 
• United Way 
• J. Clifford McDonald Center 
• The National Conference of Christians and Jews 



• The Board of Fellows at the University of Tampa 
• Two terms on the Board of Directors for the Straz Center for the Performing Arts 
• Jesuit High School Foundation and the Board of Trustees 
• Trustee of the Academy of the Holy Names 
• President of the Ybor City Chamber of Commerce 

 
Richard was inducted into these Hall of Fames: 
• 2010 Academy of the Holy Names Athletics Hall of Fame 
• 2006 Florida Tourism Hall of Fame Florida Commission on Tourism alongside Thomas Edison 
• 2003 Tampa Bay Business Hall of Fame 
• 2001 Florida State University Dedman School of Hospitality Hall of Fame 
• 2000 Jesuit Athletic Hall of Fame 

 
Richard has received many honors and awards, including: 
 
 
• 2016 Entrepreneur of the Year from The University of South Florida’s Alumni Society of Entrepreneurs 
• 2016 Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice – The highest honor which the Pope, on behalf of the Catholic church, awards to 

its lay and religious members 
• 2016 St. John Bosco Award from the Salesian Sisters 
• 2016 Community Impact Award from The Tampa Metropolitan Area YMCA 
• 2016 Named on the “Power 100 List of Tampa Bay’s Most Powerful Business Leaders” by the Tampa Bay 

Business Journal 
• 2016 Named one of the "25 Most Influential Business Players in Tampa Bay" by the Tampa Bay Times 
• 2015 Tampa Bay Businesses for Culture and the Arts IMPACT award  
• 2015 Tampa Bay Ethics Award from The University of Tampa's Center for Ethics 
• 2015 Luminaries Award from The Junior League of Tampa and WEDU 
• 2015 Community Hero from The Tampa Bay Lightning 
• 2015 Visionary Award on behalf of the Foundation Fighting Blindness 
• 2014 Soul Award on behalf of Starting Right, Now 
• 2014 Bill & Martha Minahan Lifetime Achievement Award on behalf of N.O.T.E. 
• 2013 Victor E. DiMaio Award on behalf of the Ybor City Lions Club 
• 2012 Helen Ayala Davis Award on behalf of the Children’s Home    
• 2012 Tampa Metro Civitan Club Citizen of the Year 
• 2012 Outstanding Restaurateur James Beard Foundation Nominee 
• 2012 Tampa Police Citizen of the Year by the Tampa Police Department  
• 2011 Community Hero from the Boys and Girls Clubs 
• 2011 Honorary Commander of MacDill Air Force Base 
• 2011  Community Hero Big Brothers and Big Sisters 
• 2010 Salesian Sisters of Villa Madonna School “Thanksgiving Basket Award” 
• 2010 Lion's Eye Institute Person of Vision 
• 2010 American Association of State Troopers Spirit of the Trooper 
• 2009 Vicente Martinez Ybor Legacy Award from the Ybor City Museum Society 
• 2008 Rotary Club of Tampa’s Service Above Others Award 
• 2008, Spirit of Philanthropy Award National Philanthropy Day 
• 2007 St. Joseph’s Hospitals’ Community Benefactor 
• 2006 Hispanic Man of the Year Tampa Hispanic Heritage, Inc. 
• 2005 National Restaurant Association's Humanitarian of the Year for Florida 
• 2005 Top 20 Chefs in Florida by Restaurant Forum magazine 
• 2005 Overall Winner - Minority Business Person of the Year" Tampa Bay Business Journal 
• 2005 Father of the Year Diabetes Foundation 



• 2004 Class of 1956 Award from the University of South Florida 
• 2004 Citizen of the Year by the Tampa Sports Club 
• 2003 Businessman of the Year by Magellan Media’s Que Pasa Hispanic Magazine 
• 2001 Outstanding Citizen Optimist Club of Ybor City 
• 2001 Alumni of the Year by the Academy of the Holy Names 
• 2000 Alumni of the Year Jesuit High School 
• 1996 Dr. Martin Luther King Drum Major Award 

 
Family & Personal Interests 
Richard has been married to his high school sweetheart and first love Melanie Heiny Gonzmart since 1973.  They 
have two daughters, Lauren Gonzmart Schellman and Andrea Gonzmart Williams; and both work for the family 
business.  He has five grandchildren:  twins Isabella and Michael, Maximilian, Alexander and Amelia.  He is 
passionate about German Shepherds and breeds and shows world-class German Shepherd dogs around the world. 
 
In addition, he is a marathon runner who has completed seventeen 26.2 mile marathons with the most recent 
completed being the Marine Corps Marathon held in Washington D.C. on October 30th, 2011.  Gonzmart dedicated 
his effort to then 9-year-old Josalyn Kaldenberg of Iowa who was battling sarcoma cancer.  
 
She was scheduled to have her shoulder and arm amputated, but thanks to her mother, she found out about the 
program that Richard has dedicated much of his energy and resources to fund, headed by Dr. Doug Letson at 
Tampa’s Moffitt Cancer Center.  Josalyn had a first ever procedure for North America at the Shriners Hospital in 
Tampa, with Dr. Letson replacing her shoulder, arm and elbow with a titanium and chrome prosthesis that can be 
expanded as she grows through magnetic equipment.  This procedure allows Josalyn to have full use of her arm and 
she is once again playing the piano.  Richard mailed her his marathon finishers medal and race number in hopes of 
inspiring Josalyn in her battle with sarcoma cancer.  
 
Living life to the fullest and to celebrate his Spanish heritage, he has run with the bulls in Pamplona, Spain on two 
occasions.  
 
Richard also enjoys working with young people. 
He previously served as a volunteer coach for the Jesuit High School JV football and track teams. 
He also coached the Academy of the Holy Names girls track team for three years. 
In 2006, he created “Richard’s Team for Kids,” a program to inspire elementary children to learn about running, 
developing self-confidence and self-esteem, while at the same time, promoting a habit of a healthy lifestyle.  There 
are over 700 children participating in the program that is now called the “Let Me Play” program. 
 
He was a guest teacher for Durant High School’s hospitality course for two years.   
Richard also has lectured at both USF and UCF to students taking entry level courses on Hospitality. 
He is often asked to speak to a USF Executive Business MBA class. 
He also gave the commencement exercise speech to the University of South Florida Sarasota campus in 2005.   
Richard is invited to Babson College annually, rated the #1 entrepreneurial school in the United States, as a speaker 
in Babson’s Ultimate Entrepreneurial Challenge Class.  Over the last seven years he has consistently been named the 
#1 Guest Speaker. 
He also speaks annually at a University of Tampa’s Family Business Course as well. 
He is a presenting sponsor of Chapter VIII of the annual National “Police Unity Tour”, riding with the police over 
three days and 220 miles from Virginia to Washington D.C. with the bicycle ride ending at the Law Enforcement 
Memorial. 



He has completed a nine week Tampa Police Citizens Training Academy. 
He is also an Honorary Hillsborough County Deputy Sheriff.  



 
John Bell, Tampa Theatre President & CEO 

 
 

 
John Bell, President & CEO, received his degree in Theatre Arts from Catawba College, NC in 

Theatre Architecture and Arts Administration. He was a program coordinator at the North Carolina 

Arts Council before assuming duties as the Managing Director of the Carolina Theatre in 

Greensboro, NC. He guided the Carolina Theatre project from its inception to becoming the city’s 

primary community performing arts center. In 1985, he moved to Tampa to lead Tampa Theatre. He 

has expanded programming from 120 to 600 events a year, increased earned and contributed 

revenue to sustain the $2.2 million annual operating budget and is guiding the long-term restoration 

program. John is the current Past President of the League of Historic American Theatres. 
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